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Widely regarded as the finest antebellum mansion in the Midwest, 
Linwood Lawn has been meticulously restored to its original glory.  
When it was nearing completion in 1859 the local newspaper gush-
ingly described it as “the largest and most palatial home west of St 
Louis”. Today, while this celebrated mansion is renowned for its his-
torical and architectural significance, the beautiful residence is also 
distinguished by its peaceful ambiance and a floor plan that is still as 
functional for entertaining and tasteful living as it was when originally 
designed for William and Rebecca Limrick. 

Additional information about Linwood Lawn can be found at www.linwoodlawn.com

  Offered at $1,995,000 Including Most Furnishings



post, exquisitely detailed plaster frieze moldings and outstanding mill-
work. In addition to all the beautiful draperies and window treatments, 
nearly all the furnishings are period correct and transfer to the new 
owners. 
   The locals said that two things distinguished Limrick’s house from 
all the others: he had money, and he had an outstanding architect. 
The talents of the architect have stood the test of time, and are ev-
ident in features both apparent and subtle, such as the light, airy and 
serene ambiance, remarkable acoustic quality, and ease of guest 
movements from room to room. Additionally, architectural details 
(predominated by the always tasteful and timeless Italianate style) 
include ornate plaster and woodwork, alcoves and arches and many 

other elements too numerous to mention. 
   It was said that “nothing but the finest and the best will do for Limrick”, and his home 
did boast the latest and best of everything, including all the technology available in the 
late 1850’s. As such, Linwood Lawn was the first house west of the Mississippi to have hot 
and cold running water throughout the mansion as well as a central heating and cooling 
system. Linwood Lawn has been listed on the “National Registry of Historic Places” since 
it was first nominated in 1973. 
Over the years Linwood Lawn has been the site of countless weddings and celebrations, 
tours, corporate retreats, period re-enactments and costume balls, and has hosted hun-
dreds of bed and breakfast guests to what many say is their “best nights rest in ages”.  Re-
gardless of whether this magnificent place is used as a private residence, a public venue or 
a combination of the two, it presents rare and special opportunities in a setting where the 
views are breathtaking and a sensation of serenity and tranquility fills the air.

7400 State Line Road n Prairie Village, Kansas  66208 
www.smartkchomes.com

CHRIS SMART n 913-226-4672  n csmart@kansascityhomes.com 
ROBBIE SMART n 816-536-3888  n  smart@kansascityhomes.com 

The SMART Team

The home sits on ten acres overlooking picturesque gently rolling 
farmland and contains nearly ten thousand square feet of living 

space on two levels. As part of the loving four-year restoration the 
mansion has been tastefully updated with all the amenities of modern 
living while carefully preserving all historical details. Amazingly, 
throughout its history this magnificent house has never been altered; 
the structure has never been added to or changed, and it is virtually in-
tact from the time of completion. 
   The home features nine original marble fireplace mantles imported 
from Italy, original Cornelius and Baker chandeliers and sterling silver 
doorknobs. Always known as a structure built for stability and per-
manency and of the finest materials and craftmanship, Linwood Lawn 
features an outstanding hand carved mahogany staircase and newel 



floorplan. Modifications necessitated by modern living include 
modernization of the kitchen, the addition of a half bath on the 
first floor and four modern bath-
rooms on the second floor, but 
aside from those improvements, 
the restoration of the home has 
been done with great attention to 
historical detail and preservation. 
    The fact that the house was built 
with dressing rooms adjacent to the 
bedrooms and numerous closets 
made the additions of modern bath 
facilities possible without alteration 
of the original floor plan. Ad-
ditionally, due to the fact that this 
mansion was constructed with a complete heating and air con-
ditioning system, original ductwork placement allowed for modern 
HVAC systems to be installed also without alteration to the original 
design of the home. 
    The architectural style of Linwood Lawn is predominately Ital-
ianate. After decades of building in the classical Federal and 
Greek Revival styles, during the 1850’s the new trend in archi-
tecture became “the Italianate”. While maintaining some classi-
cal design features, Linwood Lawn is a wonderful representation 
of the new architectural expressions with its projecting bays, 
complex but wonderfully functional room layouts, new door and 
window configurations, along with all the fanciful details of the 
romantic or picturesque movement, both on the inside and the 
outside of the mansion.  
    Today Linwood Lawn contains all of the original decorative 

plasterwork, ornate woodwork, doors, 
sterling silver doorknobs, imported 
Italian fireplace mantles, and features 
the original Cornelius and Baker 
chandeliers. The ceilings are fourteen 
feet in height, the floors throughout 
the house are of heart pine. The stair-
case leading to the second floor is of 
mahogany, and hand carved newel 
post is indicative of the superior craft-
manship found throughout the house. 
The plasterwork on the ceiling of the 
ballroom is outstanding and is equal in 

terms of artistry in plaster as can be found anywhere.   
    The first floor of the house accommodates excellent traffic 
flow, a design that is  in keeping with the circumstance that Wil-
liam and Rebecca built the house to both impress and entertain 
their many friends. One feature of the home that is sometimes 
overlooked is the outstanding acoustics, especially in the ball-
room and the dining room.  
    But perhaps the most outstanding feature of this magnificent 
home is one that should not be undervalued is its incredible am-
biance centered around an amazing sense of tranquility.  This ser-
ene atmosphere is created by a combination of the pastoral rural 

setting, the tasteful architectural features and style, and the 
massive construction itself with its thick brick walls. The “sense 

of place” that embodies this historic 
and majestic mansion is noticed by 
all who enter, and especially by those 
given the opportunity to languish. 
One guest, in an attempt to describe 
the uniquely peaceful ambiance and 
the captivating sensation of tranquil-
ity within Linwood Lawn summed it 
up simply by saying: “this house has 
an absolutely beautiful soul”. 
    William Limrick was an interesting 
man. He was said to be “well liked by 
all who knew him”, a man of “sport-

ing blood, a man who was a “peace democrat – a Copperhead” 
who did not believe in the war or secession from the union, but 
at the same time was  a member of the Southern League, who 
was accused of storing guns  in his bank vault and helping to 
gather supplies for the Southern cause. He was one of twelve 
Lafayette County men who signed a placard in 1856 urging La-
fayette County men to gather on the courthouse steps to ride 
together to Lawrence to vote, and who warned of “war in Kansas” 
He personally was engaged in trying to recruit Southerners to 
move to Kansas to settle and maintain the state as a slave state.  
    Because of his active and vocal support of the South, he was 
arrested and during the war he was banished from the state of 
Missouri, and while in exile he resided in New York City where 
he spent his days in the Gold Room of the Stock Exchange, 
speculating on gold and where he was regarded as a “bold and 
skillful” trader.  
    His obituary described him as follows: “Mr. Limrick was em-
inently a man of affairs. Quiet and undemonstrative, methodical 
and quick, he was correct in his habits, and the soul of integrity 
in his transactions. He was a firm friend, a kind husband, an in-
dulgent and loving father. He was never known to turn away 
empty handed a wealthy applicant for charity. Not letting his left 
hand know what his right dispensed 
he constantly gave to the deserving 
poor. Always through life, even dur-
ing the power of the whig party in 
this county, a consistent and con-
scientious democrat, he was yet no 
seeker of office or notoriety, prefer-
ring the even tenor of an unostenta-
tious life.  He had many friends, all 
his life, fewer new ones as one by 
one his contemporaries were gath-
ered to their fathers, but always the 
respect and kindly feeling of all who 
knew him. Faithful as a husband, 
father, friend; true as citizen, con-
scientious as man, he has gone to 
his reward.”

In the later years of his life a friend asked William Limrick why 
he had built such a large and expensive mansion. William 
simply replied: “Rebecca always wanted a nice home, so I tried 

to build her the finest one that I could”. 
    What William had built for Rebecca was considered to be the 
finest country estate in Missouri, with the latest in architectural 
style and  the best of everything;  the best marble fireplace man-
tles imported from Italy, sterling silver doorknobs, chandeliers 
from Cornelius and Baker, and the  highest quality materials and 

craftmanship that money could buy. 
As the locals would say: “Only the fi-
nest and best will do for Limrick”. Wil-
liam would often refer to his 
magnificent “suburban estate” as 
simply “my sweet country home”. 
When it was nearing completion in 
1859 it was described in the local 
newspaper as the largest and most pa-
latial mansion west of St. Louis. Con-
structed for the purpose of 
“permanency and stability” and with all 

the modern features available at the time, today it is widely re-
garded as the finest antebellum mansion in the Midwest. 
    Limrick was a prominent banker in this western Missouri com-
munity, a thriving river town. Lexington was important as an out-
post for the outfitting of western explorers, fur trappers and 
traders, and as a jumping off point for the Santa Fe Trail trade. 
William moved here from Brownsville, Illinois in the spring of 
1840, a young man of twenty-seven years seeking a fresh start 
and new opportunities.  
    He began his business career in Lexington as a merchant, but 
within a few years entered the banking field where the gregarious 
and enterprising young man found his calling and 
great financial success. During the decade of the 
1850’s he was making as much as $30,000 an-
nually as a banker and speculator. While Limrick 
clearly had an aptitude for banking, William once 
wrote to a friend that “I have been lucky all of my 
life”. Whether it was a result of good fortune or hard 
work or both, Limrick was known as “the most suc-
cessful of the region’s pure businessmen”.  
    In 1841 he married Rebecca Thomas, whose family 
had settled the neighboring community of Waverly 
after arriving from Kentucky. At the time of their 
marriage Rebecca was seventeen and William was thirty. In 1844 
the first of their five children was born, this being their daughter 
Anne, followed by daughter Ella, then son John, and another 
daughter May. Finally in late 1861 Nina arrived. Nina was the only 
of the children born at the mansion. 
    In August of 1857 Limrick acquired the land situated one and 

one- half miles southwest of Lexington where he would almost 
immediately begin the construction of his beautiful mansion.  His 
obituary said: “Before the war, from 1852 to 1860, when he was 
very successful in money-making, he improved what became and 
is still the most palatial residence and the prettiest home in La-
fayette County, the house alone 
costing $80,000. This building, and 
the development of the grounds, 
were for many years his pride and 
pleasure.” While it is believed that 
the family moved into the mansion 
in late 1859, finishing touches and 
improvements to the estate con-
tinued for at least another year.  
    Originally the grounds included 
barns, stables, carriage houses, ice 
house, corn cribs, servants’ quarters, 
a gardener’s cottage and other nec-
essary out houses. Also, cisterns, an orchard of a thousand fruit 
trees of all varieties, and enough vineyard to make 1,000 gallons 
of catawba wine each year. The grounds were fenced and cross 
fenced “in pine”, and 100 acres of old stand forest surrounding 
the ice pond was cleared of undergrowth and sown to blue grass. 
    When “the nice home Rebecca always wanted” was in the be-
ginning stages his banking journals have ledger entries  with the 
line “RoseInWood”, but within a few months expense notations 
refer to “Limrick Lawn”, the original name by which his estate 
was known. It’s hard to imagine what the local folks must have 
thought as they watched in amazement as this mansion pro-
gressed through its construction out in the western frontier of 
1850’s Missouri. 
When locals said, “only the finest and the best will do for Lim-

rick”, that meant the mansion would be the first 
house west of the Mississippi to have a heating and 
cooling system, hot and cold running water, gas lights 
supplied by a coal gasification plant built on the prem-
ises to supply the Cornelius and Baker gasoliers, ster-
ling silver doorknobs, fireplace mantles imported 
from Italy, and the very finest craftsmanship 
throughout. 
    This construction “for permanency and stability” 
and the quality of craftsmanship is noted by all who 
visit today just as it was by those early visitors 160 
years ago.  Linwood Lawn today is remarkable in sev-

eral respects, beginning with the fact that while so few mansions 
built in its era have survived the ravages of time, it stands watch 
over the rural landscape in virtually the same state as when it was 
built. 
    It is virtually unaltered from the time it was completed. There 
have been no additions or changes to the original design and 

A Brief History of William Limrick and Limrick Lawn/Linwood Lawn... 


